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Burundi 


Executive Committee Lifts Curfew 21 Dec 
EA211526 Bujumbura Domestic Service in English 
1155 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] The Executive Committee of the Military 
Committee for National Salvation met last Friday under 
the chairmanship of its chairman and president of the 
Republic, Major Pierre Buyoya, to discuss the current 
political situation and the evolution of security mea- 
sures. [passage omitted] 


With regard to the evolution of security measures, dif- 
ferent reports of security officials have led to the conclu- 
sion that calm and tranquility prevail throughout the 
territory. That is why members of the Executive Com- 
mittee have decided unanimously that the curfew be 
lifted from today, 21st December. Members of the 
Executive Committee have then changed rules, notably 
on banditry and escapes from prisons. 


Cameroon 


Lebanese Envoy Concerned Over Nationals’ Arrest 
ABI91731 Paris AFP in French 2107 GMT 8 Dec 87 


[Text] Yaounde, 18 Dec (AFP)}—William Farid Habib, 
the Lebanese ambassador to Cameroon with residence in 
Sierra Leone, expressed “his astonishment and concern” 
to Cameroonian Foreign Minister Phillipe Mataga, who 
received him on 18 December after the arrest of 26 
Lebanese nationals in Cameroon last weekend. Accord- 
ing to well informed Lebanese sources, five persons are 
reportedly still in detention “for further investigation”. 
The Lebanese community, which is estimated at 300 
persons, has again been authorized to travel out of the 
country, except for the persons that were arrested and 
then released and whose passports have been confiscat- 
ed, it was learned from the same source. Radio Came- 
roon on 15 December announced that the arrests were 
prompted by an investigation into currency trafficking. 


The Lebanese envoy told AFP that as of now, he had not 
received “any official justification for these arrests” and 
expressed his concern for the fate of the five persons still 
in detention. He also expressed his trust in “President 
Biya’s humanism.” ““Cameroon has always been a land 
of hospitality for the Lebanese and a law-abiding state. 
We do not want our countrymen to become scapegoats”, 
he added. He stressed that the Lebanese community in 
Cameroon is not invulved “to his knowledge in militant 
political movements”. “It (the Lebanese community) 
hopes that a gesture will be made” to reestablish the 
climate of trust that prevailed in the past, Mr Habib 
pointed out. The ambassador was to meet the Lebanese 
nationals living in Yaounde and Douala respectively on 
the evening of 18 and 19 December before leaving the 
country on 20 December. 
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Police Clash With University of Yaounde Students 
AB181322 Paris AFP in French 1248 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Text] Yaounde, 18 Dec (AFP)—Violent clashes took 
place between law enforcement agents and students at 
the University of Yaounde last night and continued this 
morning, the AFP correspondent has observed. 


The incidents were caused, according to initial reports 
received from the scene, by a delay in the payment of 
student allowances for new and returning students. Con- 
tacted by AFP, the law enforcement officers refused to 
disclose whether there were any victims or arrests. 


The university campus, where the majority of students 
are housed, is surrounded entirely by a large number of 
armed soldiers and policemen. The AFP correspondent, 
who visited the university this morning, saw the wreck- 
age of several overturned and burned cars which lay 
strewn on the driveways that separate the university 
buildings. 


On a ransacked bus at the entrance of the campus are 
painted in large letters: “Pay University Allowances.” It 
also seems that the students invaded the university 
chancellor's office. Windows of this building were bro- 
ken and pieces were lying all over the ground. 


According to some witnesses, the demonstrations began 
late yesterday evening and continued throughout the 


night. 


‘Calm’ Returns to Campus 
AB181932 Paris AFP in French 1844 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Text] Yaounde, 18 Dec (AFP. ~ Calm returned late this 
afternoon to the University of Yaounde which, however, 
remains surrounded by security forces after the clashes 
which erupted between police and students Thursday [17 
December] night, university sources point out. This 
afternoon, the last students were evacuated from the 
university dormatories where they had taken refuge. 
these sources add. The police were reported to have used 
motor-driven water pumps to drive out the students 
from their hiding places, according to an eyewitness 
account which had not been confirmed. 


It was not possible to obtain from official sources the 
outcome of the clashes. None of the students interviewed 
spoke of any serious injuries, but simply spoke of being 
hit with clubs by the security forces. The number of 
persons arrested for interrogation was also not known. 


It will be recalled that the clashes began after a list of 
students receiving scholarships had been published at 
1600 local time arid on which the names of first-year 
students and those who had failed their examinations in 
June did not appear. According to fresh accounts, it was 
then that students decided to boycott classes. When the 
chancellor of the university announced that that ne was 
to have a meeting with the minister of higher education 
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to find a solution to the problem, it aroused the anger of 
the students who haa xpected to receive their stipends 
at the end of the quarter and before the end of year 
festivities, these sources add. 


Campus Said Evacuated; 300 Arrested 
AB192129 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 19 Dec 87 


[Text] According to REUTERS, the British news agency, 
the University of Yaounde campus was evacuated yes- 
terday. Quoting police sources, the agency reports that 
police arrested 300 students. 


[Jean-Claude Franck Medome] The demonstrations, 
which began early in the evening of 17 December, were 
provoked by the late payment of scholarships for a 
certain category of students. According to the students, 
the suspension of classes and the ensuing gatherings and 
demonstrations that quickly turned into violent acts 
were prompted by the posting of an incomplete list of 
scholarship holders. The authorities explain the violent 
acts by the fact that the students were causing damage to 
university buildings and cars parked on campus. These 
acts, they say, prompted the arrival of police forces and 
the clashes that occurred all night long on 18 December. 
Thus this morning the entire campus area was immedi- 
ately cordonned off by an imposing police deployment, 
which was gradually reduced during the day. 


When asked why they acted so swiftly, the students 
replied that many of them have not received their 
scholarships since the beg.aning of the academic year. 
According to unofficial sources, a ministerial commis- 
sion is expected to meet to settle this issue. 


In Yaounde some observers expressed their astonish- 
ment about the rapidity and violence of the protest 
movement, because of the moderate political commit- 
ment of Cameroonian students. It would be hasty to 
conclude that everything is going poorly or will never be 
the same between Cameroonian students and the gov- 
ernment. It must 42 pointed out the students had sent a 
motion of support to President Paul Biya on 23 June 
1987, after the latter had presented to the National 
Assembly his program of action to overcome the 
country’s current crisis. 


In Yaounde it is believed that the risks of a resumption 
of agitation in the next few days are low, because the 
students, who began their holidays today, have been 
leaving for home to spend Christmas with their families. 


Government Press Release Issued 
AB211503 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] A press release from the presidency of the Repub- 
lic says that because of administrative bottlenecks, schol- 
arships were not paid in time at the University of 
Yacunde and a group of students decided to go on strike 
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on December | 7, causing some damages at the university 
campus. Calm has since returned. The release further 
says that all students of professional schools and students 
who are on scholarship and passed their exams in June 
1987 have already received their scholarships. Only 
repeating students who are not on scholarship but passed 
their exams in June and all first-year students have not 
yet had their scholarships. 


The statement says as a result of the strike, it has been 
decided that those found guilty will be punished severe- 
ly. The government has ordered that scholarships be 
paid to students who deserve them, and the government 
is investigating the administrative cause of the strike. 


Equatorial Guinea 


Opposition Announces Return in March 1988 
AB181542 Paris AFP in French 1456 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Text] Madrid, 18 Dec (AFP)}—The leaders of the oppo- 
sition to Equatorial Guinean President Teodoro 
Obiang’s regime intend to return home in the second half 
of March, Severo Moto Nsa, their spokesman, told AFP 
today. The Equatorial Guinean opposition thus hopes to 
participate in the elections that will take place in 2 years, 
the organization of which was announced by President 
Obiang, Mr Severo Moto Nsa pointed out. He recalled 
that the Equatorial Guinean head of state had, in a 
recent interview, invited the opposition to return to 
Malabo and take part in the development of political life 
in the former Spanish colony. The archbishop of 
Malabo, His Lordship Rafael Maria Nze Abui, who is 
presently visiting Spain, could act as a mediator between 
the Equatorial Guinean regime and the opposition, and 
watch over the safe return of opponents, said Mr Moto 
Nsa, who is the spokesman of the Equatorial Guinean 
Opposition coordination junta. 


Some members of the European Parliament will accom- 
pany the members of the opposition to Malabo, it was 
also learned. Most of the opponents to Obiang’s regime 
live in Spain and the FRG. 


Gabon 


National Assembly Adopts 1988 Budget 
AB191251 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] The second ordinary session of the National 
Assembly ended this morning in Libreville under the 
chairmanship of Gabonese Prime Minister Leon 
Mebiame. Essentially, the assemblymen examined the 
1988 budget, which was fixed at 325 billion CFA francs 
as compared with 360 billion CFA in 1987, representing 
a decrease of about 10 percent. This budget, as National 
Assembly Speaker Augustin Boumah said, attests to the 
willingness of the Gabonese Government to pursue the 
current economic and financial program launched last 
year. [passage omitted] 
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Further Reportage on Iranian, Turkish Exiles 
2 ‘Experiencing Health Problems’ 
AB191810 Paris AFP in French 1652 GMT 18 Dec 87 


{Excerpts} Libreville, 18 Dec (AFP)}—Two of the 15 
Iranian and Turkish refugees who were expelled on 8 
December from France to Gabon began experiencing 
health problems today, on the |2th day of their hunger 
strike, Mr Said Assadi, their spokesman has said. Mr 
Hassan Habibi, whose French wife is also on a hunger 
strike in Libreville, is suffering from gastritis, which is 
caused by minor intestinal bleeding, according to the 
diagnosis of the physician of the UN High Commis- 
sioner for refugees, Mr Assadi revealed. Mrs Afsaneh 
Yusefy is suffering from a urinary infection, which has 
provoked a bout of fever, it was learned from the same 
source. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, Gilbert Bonnemaison, the French socialist 
member of the National Assembly, who arrived in Libre- 
ville yesterday, is continuing his investigation with the 
refuge: :. He was supposed to fly back to Paris tonight 
and r used to make any comment while in Gabon. 
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14 Continue Hunger Strike 
AB201657 Paris AFP in English 1558 GMT 20 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] Libreville, Dec 20 (AFP)—Fourteen hunger- 
striking Iranian and Kurdish refugees deported from 
France are suffering from dizziness, constant headaches, 
and muscle cramps, attributable to vitamin deficiency, 
doctors say. All but one of the 15 Iranians and Kurds 
who were expelled to this West African state earlier this 
month were maintaining a fast Sunday [20 December] 
which they started up to 14 days ago, their spokesman 
Said Assadi Tari said. 

Two of the refugees, an Iranian and a Turk of Kurdish 
origin, were admitted to hospital Friday suffering respec- 
tively from an intestinal hemorrhage and a urinary 
infection. The two had refused to take in food or liquid. 
But Jacques Poitevin, their doctor, said Sunday they 
were now better and could leave the hospital. One of 
them, Assad Dehghany, said he was considering stopping 
liquid intake again. A | Sth refugee, Mitra Aryafar, is the 
single deportee who is not on a hunger strike. She suffers 
from asthma. The fifteen are demanding the right to 
return to France and defend their case before the proper 
court. [passage omitted] 
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Ethiopia 


Mengistu Receives Message From Gorbachev 
EA181733 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 17 Dec 87 


[Text] Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary gen- 
eral ofthe WPE Central Committee, commander in chief 
of the Revolutionary Armed Forces, and president of the 
PDRE, today received a message from Mikhail Gorba- 
chev, general secretary of the CPSU Central Committee. 
The message was delivered during a ceremony at the 
comrade secretary general's WPE office by Comrade 
Andrey Yuryevich Urnov, deputy chief of the Interna- 
tional Departmeni of the CPSU Central Committee. 


Comrade Mikhail Gorbachev's message centered on his 
recent talks in Washington with U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan and their final outcome. 


After receiving the message, the comrade secretary gen- 
eral held talks with Comrade Andrey Yuryevich Urnov 
on the existing relations of friendship between the PDRE 
and USSR, which are strengthening, as well as on current 
international issues. Mengistu said that the talks in 
Washington between the two leaders and the conclusion 
they reached had alleviated the apprehension of devel- 
Oping countries and countries, like Ethiopia, which sin- 
cerely desire peace. He expressed his appreciation of the 
results. 


Present on the occasion were Comrade Ashagre Yigletu, 
member and secretary of the WPE Central Committee, 
and the USSR ambassador to the PDRE, Comrade 
Valentin Ivanovich Dmitriyev. 


Kenya 


Further Reportage on Border Tension With Uganda 


Border ‘Returned to Normal’ 
EA221118 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
22 Dec 87 p 1 


[Article by Gicheru Ngihia entitled: “Busia’s Business 
Resumes”} 


[Excerpts] Life returned to normal on the Kenya-Uganda 
border as banks, the post office, shops and other busi- 
nesses re-opened at Busia town yesterday. 


Most businesses had closed in the past week following a 
four-day shoot-out between Kenyan police and Uganda’s 
National Resistance Army. 


There were more people at Busia yesterday than had 
been in the past few days. Many of the residents had fled 
due to the conflict. 
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But yesterday, the residents of Sophia and Marachi 
estates were told to keep away from there and nobody 
ventured into the “no mans land” in the border town. 


Sources said the NRA soldiers were being transported to 
the border in Uganda Transport Company buses because 
the military transport was not available due to a petrol 
shortage and lack of spares. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, more than 5,000 tons of Uganda-bound 
cargo is held up in Kenya following last weeks clashes at 
the border, shipping sources said in Mombasa yesterday, 
adds Gray Phombeah. 


At the same time, 1,600 tons of coffee is stranded at 
Jinja, since Uganda suspended steamer services across 
Lake Victoria last Tuesday, officials sai¢. 


The sources said 102 wagons carrying more than 4,000 
tons of cement, sugar, salt and other goods for Uganda 
were at Kisumu. 


Uganda has not been sending its three steamers to collect 
goods since the border conflict broke out last Tuesday. 


The sources said 23 wagons, loaded with 920 tons of 
cement and sugar, were in Mombasa and 35 wagons, also 
belonging to Uganda railways, were stranded between 
Mombasa and Kisumu. 


Operations had also ground to a halt at the Uganda 
Coffee Marketing Board’s warehouses in Mombasa since 
Friday, when the government expelled its manager, Mr 
Willbron Waswa, and three other Ugandans. [passage 
omitted] 


Officials of the Uganda Coffee Marketing Board 
declined to say how much coffee was in their godowns in 
Mombasa. Shipping sources said 1,510 tons of Uganda 
coffee were awaiting loading at the port. They said 950 
tons would be loaded on a ship expected to arrive last 
night, while 560 tons would be loaded on December 29. 


In Kampala, officials said coffee was piling up in ware- 
houses because of the suspension of steamer services 
between Jinja and Kisumu. The chies traffic manager of 
Uganda railways, Mr Alfred O Karangirra, told the 
“NATION” by telephone yesterday that 1,600 tons of 
coffee and 50 tons of hides were at Jinja. He said 180 
Uganda railways wagons were in Kenya. Mr Karangira 
said: “Our three steamers were withdrawn last Tuesday 
because of the border situation.” 


Freight Forwarders, a clearing and forwarding firm in 
Mombasa, said 2,000 tons of Ugandan goods were 
stranded at Malaba. 


The managing director of the Kenya Ports Authority, Mr 
Philip Okundi, said no Ugandan cargo was held up at the 
port. [passage omitted] 
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4 Ugandans 
EA220937 Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 
22 Dec 87 p 1 


[4 Ugandans Expelled”, by TIMES reporter] 


[Text] Four Ugandans who have been engaged in coffee 
and clearing activities for their country in Mombasa 
have been expelled from Kenya, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs confirmed last night. 


This follows the expulsion of the Uganda high commis- 
sioner to Kenya, Mr Charles Katungi and his deputy, Mr 
S. Bogombe, last week in the wake of strained relations 
between Kenya and Uganda provoked by Uganda Gov- 
ernment’s National Resistance Army. 


The four Ugandans expelled were given a 48-hours 
ultimatum to leave the country. 


Those expelled were the local manager of Uganda's 
Coffee Marketing Board, the manager of a parastatal 
Ugandan trucking company, the Ugznda Transport Co- 
operative Union, and the managers of two Ugandan 
shipping companies, Sealand Limited and Cargo and 
Clearing Limited. 


Health Official Cited on Anti-AIDS Measures 
EA131505 Nairobi SUNDAY TIMES in English 
13 Dec 87 p 3 


[By George Munji]} 


[Excerpt] The government will spend about 300 million 
Kenyan shillings in an effort to contain the killer disease 
AIDS to stop it from spreading, an assistant minister for 
health, Mr Julius Muthamia, has said. He said although 
the disease bad affected a small number of the urban 
people, the ministry was determined to stop the killer 
disease from spreading into the rural areas due to the 
rural-urban immigration trend. The assistant minister 
said the government had focused its attention on the 
disease which was first diagnosed in Kenya four years 
ago. Mr Muthamia said the government was taking 
specific measures, for example, the formation of the 
AIDS committee, screening of blood before transfusion, 
formation of five years AIDS control programme and 
creating awareness of the disease. 


He said the problem needed to be tackled irternational- 
ly, adding that Kenya would continue collaborating with 
other countries and agencies including the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) to fight the disease. [passage omit- 
ted] 
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Uganda 
Reportage on Situation Along Boider With Kenya 


Tanzania Expresses Concern 
EA212223 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] The foreign minister of the United Republic of 
Tanzania, Brother Benjamin Mkapa, was today, 2/st 
December 19&7, received by His Excellency President 
Yoweri Museveni at State House Entebbe. Brother 
Mkapa met the president in his capacity as special envoy 
of President Ali Hassan Mwinyi of the United Republic 
of Tanzania. 


Brother Mkapa informed President Museveni that he 
had been sent by his president to express Tanzania's 
great concern over the rapid deterioration of relations 
between Uganda and Kenya. 


This turn of events, which have culminated into loss of 
lives has taken Tanzanians by surprise. The special 
envoy expressed his country’s willingness to cooperate 
with Uganda in finding an amicable solution to the 
problem. 


He informed President Museveni that from Entebbe he 
was proceeding to Nairobi to carry out the same mission. 
He offered to convey any message from President Muse- 
veni to President Moi. 


President Museveni expressed gratitude to President 
Mwinyi for his concern over the situation and for having 
sent a special envoy to him. He welcomed President 
Mwinyi’s willingness to cooperate in finding a solution 
to the problem. 


The president informed Brother Mkapa on the back- 
ground and developments ieading to the current situa- 
tion. He drew the envoy’s attention to the hardships 
Uganda was experiencing as a result of Kenya’s action in 
closing the border. 


Freedom of transit of Uganda’s exports and imports, and 
those of her neighbors, have been halted and the port of 
Mombasa was no longer available for use by Uganda as 
a result of the closure of her forwarding, clearing, and 
handling offices. 


President Museveni stressed Uganda's position that 
there is no cause for conflict between Kenya and Ugan- 
da, as the two countries have identity of interests. 


The president wanted it to be known that it was Kenya 
that attacked Uganda first. Despite this and other prov- 
ocations, the president reassured the envoy that the 
NRM government will continue to exercise restraint. In 
this connection, he paid tribute to the NRA for effec- 
tively defending the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of Uganda. 
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Arrest of Diplomats Denied 
EA212033 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] The Uganda Governmen: wishes to inform the 
public that there is no truth whatsoever in the claim of 
the Government of Kenya, which has also been broad- 
cast on foreign radio stations, that Kenya diplomats 
accredited to Uganda were arrested and detained by the 
Uganda Government. 


This is not true and it is part and parcel of the campaign 
of lies, distortion, and misinformation which has char- 
acterized the utterances of the Kenyan Government in 
the current dispute which it has engineered against 
Uganda. 


In fact, far from the Ugandan Government arresting 
Kenyan diplomats, it is the Kenya Government which 
arrested last Saturday [19 December] a Uganda diplomat 
accredited to Kenya, Mr (Kabanda), who is the third 
secretary at the Uganda High Commission. Mr (Ka- 
banda) was arrested at his house in the presence of his 
wife. His house was searched and ransacked by Kenya 
authorities. He was subjected to brutal interrogation and 
then detained at Kilimani police station. 


Also on Saturday, the Kenya security personnel followed 
a Ugandan diplomat who had gone to the airport to see 
off the high commissioner who had been expelled from 
Kenya. As in the case of the first secretary [as heard], Mr 
(Kangoje), they forced their way into his residence and 
questioned him. It should also be mentioned that when 
our high commissioner, Mr Charles Katungi, and his 
deputy, Mr Bigombe, were expelled from Kenya, they 
were subjected to various forms of harassment and 
indignity. 


Returned Diplomat Cited 
EA202051 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 20 Dec 87 


[Text] Uganda's high commissioner to Kenya, Mr 
Charles Katungi, has held a press conference on the 
current Kenya-Uganda conflict. 
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Speaking to pressmen today in Kampala, Mr Katungi 
said Ugandans have no ill intentions towards Kenya and 
it still remains the question as to why Kenya is provoking 
Uganda. Mr Katungi disclosed that the poor relations 
between the two countries have been heightened by the 
Kenyans on baseless grounds. He said it is stil! not too 
late for Kenyans to realize that Ugandans believe in good 
neighborliness. 


Mr Katungi further said that during his | and i/2 years’ 
stay in Kenya he and the entire commission in Kenya 
had pursued the principle of promoting relations 
between the two countries effectively. On the field of 
trade, he said all was well and so far Uganda has bought 
about 100 buses from Kenya. He said he is proud that he 
served the NRM government in Kenya very diligently 
and with a clear (?past). 


Earlier, the minister of information and broadcasting 
who is also hoiding the portfolio of regional cooperation, 
Mr Abubekar Mayanja, said the time has come when we 
have to defend our integrity and sovereignty. The min- 
ister of state for foreign affairs, Professor Kabwegyecre, 
said we in Uganda are shocked, but not surprised about 
the dismissal of two diplomats. He said this was an 
unjustified dismissal. 


With Zaire on Border Monitoring Noted 
EA182125 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] The Ugandan and Zairian authorities in the 
border districts of Kasese and Beni have agreed to set up 
military and civilian committees on both sides of the 
border to keep monitoring the situation. It was also 
agreed that in future Zairians caught inside Uganda 
involving themselves in criminal activities would be 
charged according to the laws of Uganda. The agreement 
was reached at a meeting at the Uganda border town of 
(Vondre) between the district administrator Kasese, Mr 
Junam Kabachelor, and the Zairian delegation headed 
by the district commissioner Beni, Mr (Kilembo 
Monde). [passage omitted] 


UNITA Claims Transpor: "lane, Downed 
MB220623 (Clandestine) XKUP in English to Southern 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] UNITA forces have scored a series of major 
military successes in different parts of Angola over the 
past week, killing nine Cuban and thirty-seven (37) 
MPLA troops and downing a Soviet-made Antonov-26 
transport and Mi-25 helicopter gunship in addition to 
the destruction of fuel storage tanks. 


According to a military communique signed by UNITA 
chief of staff, Gen. Demostenes Amos Chilingutila, nine 
Cuban and 37 MPLA troops were killed in a UNITA 
attack last Thursday on a combined Cuban-MPLA mil- 
itary convoy between the towns of Longonjo and Kuima 
in the central Angolan Province of Huambo and in 
which fifty (50) other MPLA soldiers were wounded. 
Twenty-five (25) military trucks in the convoy were 
destroyed while a large quantity of war materiel was 
either seized or destroyed in the attack. 


The communique says that an Antonov-26 transport 
plane was hit on December 18 at about 11:15 hours 
Angolan time and crashed inside the city of Cazombo in 
the eastern Angolan Province of Moxico, killing all 
aboard, including its Soviet crew, while the Mi-25 heli- 
copter gunship was shot down the previous day at Luzi 
in the same province. 


In another attack carried out on December 14, a group of 
UNITA commandos attacked and destroyed fuel storage 
tanks belonging to the state-owned oil company, 
Sonangol, in the industrial sector of Huambo city. Fac- 
tory infrastructure in the Cohuambo area in the same 
city were also destroyed, according to the communique. 


The communique says that on December 17, UNITA 
forces over-ran the coffee production centres of Quita- 
mao and Sacrificio in Cuanza Norte Province. 


Crocker To Visit Jan 1988 for Namibia Talks 
MB211253 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] Chester Crocker, U.S. assistant secretary of state 
for African affairs, will visit Luanda at the end of 
January 1988 to restart talks with the Angolan authori- 
ties on Namibian independence. This was disclosed by 
Angolan Deputy External Relations Minis*~ “*nancio 
de Moura in Lisbon yesterday. 


The Angolan official stated that it was possible for 
Angola and the United States to reach an understanding 
on the impiementation of UN Security Council Resolu- 
tion 435/78 on the independence of Namibia, which is 
illegally occupied by racist South Africa. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 7 


Comrade Venancio de Muura also referred to the situa- 
tion in southern and southeastern Angola, where South 
Africa's invading forces continue to carry out military 
actions despite (?condemnation) from the UN Security 
Council. The Angolan diplomat stated that we will use 
every means available to defend our independence 
against racist South Africa should it continue its aggres- 


sion against Angola. 


According to Venancio de Moura, the presence of South 
African troops in southern and southeastern Angc/a 1s 
intended to undercut Angolan and U.S. efforts to resolve 
southern Africa's problems. 


Republic of South Africa 


Barter Trade Signed With Malawi 
MB181030 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1013 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 18 SAPA—A unique barter trade 
agreement between South Africa and Malawi—maize in 
exchange for groundnuts—could be “a very good prece- 
dent” for future cooperation and stabilisation between 
southern African countries, the deputy minister of for- 
eign affairs, Mr Kobus Meiring. said today. 


He was speaking at a press conference in Pretoria after 
the signing of the agreement at a brief ceremony. 


The barter deal, valued at about R10.“ million in mon- 
etary terins, involves 20,000 tons of white maize from 
South Africa being trucked to Ma‘awi, in exchange for 
10,000 tons of peanuts. 


It was a case of each country exchanging a shortage of, 
Mr Meiring said. 


Asked if this was the first of a number of deals in the 
future between South Africa and other southern African 
countries, Mr Meiring said he certainly hoped so. 


“South Africa has a role to play in stabilising southern 
Africa and if this can work, which we know it will, it can 
be a very good precedent for the future.” 


Mr E.I. Chiwewe, charge d'affaires at the Malawian 
Embassy in Pretoria, who signed on behalf of his gov- 
ernment, said his country was normally self-sufficient in 
food but that three factors had ied to a temporary 


shortage of maizr. 


Firstly, the influx of an estimated 300,000 Mozambican 
refugees had strained supplies, while the maize crop had 
already been hit, either by too much or too little rain in 
some areas, and also by insect infestation. 


The South African maize would tide Malawi over until 
April, when its next crop would be harvested. 
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Because the maize is urgently needed, it wil! be trucked. 
by a private company, in 25-ton units. 


Sixty trucks have been made available—the first loads 
will be in Blantyre before Christmas—meaning some 
800 trips in total. 


On their return the trucks will be loaded with peanuts. 
which will be sold to private traders in South Africa. 


The trucks will be travelling in protected convoys 
through parts of Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 


Police Shoot, Kill Suspected Terrorist 
yy ay Johannesburg SAPA in English 0917 GMT 
22 Dec 87 


[ext] Pretoria Dec 22 SAPA—Police shot and killed a 
suspected terrorist in Mangaung near Bloemfontein yes- 
terday. Police said in a statement they had visited a 
house in the township yesterday afternoon after receiv- 
ing information. A man with a hand grenade in his hand 
was fatally shot and police took possession of the Rus- 
sian RGD hand grenade. 


Investigations were continuing and police said the man 
had been a “known” terrorist. 


MB220526 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] In the 20 years or so leading up to the turn of the 
century, new towns and cities have to be established in 
South Africa for about 20 million additional members of 
the black population. That figure of 20 million repre- 
sents twice the total black population in South Africa of 


30 years ago. 


The challenge is a daunting one, but encouraging 
progress is being made through the policy of regional 

t. This progress is to be seen, for example, in 
the town of Botshabelo, about 55 kilometers east of 
Bloemfontein. Nine years ago, the land on which Bot- 
shabelo now stands was an | ' 000 hectare farm. Today, 
Botshabelo is South Africa's second largest black town. It 
has a populatioa of 400,000 living in 16 suburbs with a 
17th now being laid out. Earlier this month, Botshabeio 
was incorporated in the national stat of Qwa Qwa, 
providing not only additional territory .o Qwa Qwa, but 
also appreciably enhancing that state’s economic viabil- 
ity and development potential. At the same time, the 
national state of Kwandebele was simiiarly given addi- 
tional territory and an economic boost with the incorpo- 
ration of the town of Ekangala, which is situated near 
Bronkhorstspruit. Ekangala is also a rapidly growing 
town, having reached a population of 12,000 in a short 
space of time. 
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Inevitably, the speed with which these and other new 
towns have had to be established to meet the urgency 
resulting from the high population growth rate has meant 
that infrastructural development has not always been 
adequate to meet the influx of new inhabitants. And, yet. 
the record of achievement speaks for itself. Botshabelo 
has, after only 9 years, 7 secondary schools and 39 
primary schools. It has a day hospitzi that can accom- 
modate 700 patients and that will oe upgraded into a 
fully-fledged hospital. It has modern business certers 
and recreational facilities. In tae past 9 years 47 large 
industries and 21! smaller industries have been estab- 
lished and are managed by black entrepreneurs. 
Ekangzia in Kwandebeie is a much smaller, but modern 
and fast-growing town. Its adjoining industria! area, 
Exandustria, already has 74 factories in which 6,000 
people are employed. 


South Africa’s population is doubling every 30 years. 
That of Western Europe takes six centuries to double. 
The rapid doubling time of population is a Third World 
problem, common throughout Africa. In much of Africa, 
it has been a direct cause of stagnating or declining 
economies. In South Africa, there is still a long road 
ahead, but as Botshabelo and Ekangala demonstrate, a 
dynamic regional development program gives hope that 
the challenge of the population explosion can be met 
successfully. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 21 Dec 
MB220634 Johannesburg SAPA in Englisch 
0617 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 22 SAPA—Here is the unrest report 
for yesterday issued by the South African Police public 
relations division in Pretoria: 


The foliowing unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


At Willow Fountain (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks 
attacked a black man and stabbed him to death. 


At Sweetwaters (Pietermaritzburg) police found the bod- 
ies of two black men (19 and 20 years old). 30th had 
apparently been stabbed to death. 


At Malangeni (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks set 
fire to a private dwelling and thereafter attacked the 
occupants, a black man, his wife and their baby, with 
sharp objects. The man was stabbed to death and his wife 
and child seriously injured (burns). The house was fairly 
seriously damaged. 


At Sobantu (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks tried to 
attack a private home but were thwarted by the arrival of 
the police. One round of birdshot was fired and a black 
man slightly wounded. Eight black males (5 men and 3 
youths) were arrested. 
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Press Comments on Current Issues, Prob.ems 
MB21 1016 [Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY STAR Emergency Stranglehold — This year 
“the number of people hanged in Pretoria topped 164, 
the highest since 1910,” says the page 12 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English on 20 
December. “And as Chrisimas draws closer, another 268 
are awaiting execution.” “It was a year of unprecedented 
Strike action accompanied by violence,” and “despite 
several court battles to loosen the stranglehold of emer- 
gency regulations, the media muzzle is tighter than ever. 
If information is the currency of democracy, South 
Africa is fast running out of remaining small change.” 


Government Curbs Will Cause Campus Anarchy — John 
MacLennan writes on the same page that the University 
of Cape Town “has warned the government that its 
proposed curbs on universities will have disastrous long- 
term effects and lead to campus anarchy.” According to 
the chairman of the university council, Len Abraharnse, 
the university is “committed to preventing and eliminat- 
ing interference or discrimination against students or 
staff, to ensure the undisturbed and undisrupted contin- 
uance of the university's teaching and research activities, 
and to deter boycotts of classes, examinations and tests, 
intimidation, sedition or disruption.” The university 
council believes that the government conditions “will 
provide precisely the climate for those whose purpose is 
to sow division and anarchy on our campuses.” 


Voters Accepting Power Sharing Idea — On page | 3 John 
MacLennan writes that according to a Human Sciences 
Research Council publication, “South African Election 
1987,” the NP “has emerged from the elections with a 
power base which, for the first time, includes voters who 
will dump it if President P.W. Botha cannot produce the 
goods.” “One, Professor Willie Esterhuyse of Stellen- 
bosch University, held that the elections showed most 
voters accepted a new idea: sharing power with blacks. 
The change in the NP’s base of popular power does noi 
point towards the emergence of a laager mentality or a 
revival of the tradition idec!ogy of apartheid. What has 
happened is that the NP, in view of its reform initiatives 
and the security threat, has become more acceptable to 
people with moderate liberal convictions.” 


SUNDAY TIMES Notes Government Retreat — “Now, 
on the verge of a new year, South Africa is blessed again 
with relative stability and, if key economic indicators are 
to be believed, the possibility of a slight economic 
recovery.” But “in the last twe years the country has 
witnessed a retreat from the heady optimisi.: of the early 
1980s. < he fauit lies partly with the government, partly 
with the opposition and to some extent with the mind- 
less, pious and often hypocritical actions of foreign 
powers.” “It :s =¢-y up to the government to help our 
country rediscover the enthusiasm of six years ago: 
President Borha must not fritter this tenuous, tempo- 
rary, peace away.” 
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1987 Year of Great Standstill — Author Alan Paton says 
on page 16 and 1|7 that the government “stood still” in 
i987. In spite of the NP’s 6 May election victory, “it was 
this election that brought in to the great standstill. Its 
leaders now had greater cause than ever to look over 
their right shoulders.” But Paton believes that “the year 
1987 reaffirms the oft-stated truth that the govern- 
ment—i.e., t'.c National Party-——will reform at its own 
pace. No outside influence, no sanctions, no disinvest- 
ment will make it move faster than it wishes.” Paton also 
does not believe that reform is dead, “or even dying, but 
it is Certainly very lethargic.” But “1988 is likely to be 
another year of the great standstill, another year of hopes 
and disappointments. But one will still be able to admire 
and give thanks for the courage of others in this fear- 
ridden country, especially the courage of those wlio 
never give up the struggle to make this a better and more 
just society. And one can give thanks for the aw kening 
of part, at least, of Afrikanerdom.” 


RAPPORT: Afrikaner Losing ‘survival Battle — “The 
Afrikaner, as a people, are struggling for survival,” says 
a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afri- 
kaans on 20 December. “Only the Afrikaners’ enemies 
will welcome the vulnerability of the Afrikaner, brought 
about by dissension among them.” The editorial suggests 
that the Afrikaner “not only be concerned with his own 
future and greater calling, but that of others too.” 


Criticism of NP Lack of Vision — On the same page the 
editor of “Insight” magazine says “the political develop- 
ment which is most likely to have the greatest effect on 
South Africa's future is the substitution of the CP for the 
PFP as the official opposition in the House of Assem- 
bly.” Muller believes that the Afrikaner “has an urgent 
need to replace the old myths—something which is 
becoming more apparent .o the political and cultural 
leaders on the conservative side.” “The only new myth 
which the NP has put forward in the last couple of years 
is the great myth of national security. It is a powerful 
myth which can unite people, but it is also a myth which 
leaves people restless about the future and makes them 
hanker for new visions.” 


VADERLAND Criticizes Mbeki, ANC Behavior — A 
page 16 editorial in Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND 
says the “government had to make a choice between two 
evils—between the insolence of Govan Mbeki, and the 
radical ANC stooges.” The editorial s« ys that following 
his release, Mbeki and his followers “chose to incite a 
revolutionary c’ imate. He even declared that he remains 
a member of the ANC, a communist, and supports the 
ANC aims and methods.” “President P.W. Botha und 
his government were therefore not given a choice. There 
is no longer a possibility of releasing Nelson “dandela. 
Mbeki and his friends passed this sentence upon him and 
upon theraselves.” 


STAR: Bophuthatswana Defends Independence Decision 
— Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 21 December 
carries an extract from a speech by President Lucas 
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Mangope of Bophuthatswana who says: “We have been 
criticised by so-called liberal thinkers of both the white 
and the black variety for selling our people short, by not 
remiaining part .f a unified South Africa because our 
people have contributed, over many generations, 95 
these critics correctly argue, to the development of that 
country, and yet tho:e self-same people begrudge us 
whatever money we receive from South Africa.” 
“Whereas we acknowledge that we received grants and 
aid from South Africa, this is, in relation to our total 
budget, not an appreciable amount and if it is seen in 
comparison to what has been received by other southern 
African states.” “For a whole decade we have had to 
listen to people brand us a creature of apartheid and in 
so doi.2 arrogantly and pretentiously wipe out our 
history as a nation as if it was of no meaning whatsoever. 
We have never accepted this argument.” 


BUSINESS DAY Condemns Increasing Militarization 
— “The militarisation of SA continues unabated,” 
remarks a page 4 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 21 December. “Through the system 
of joint management centres (JMCS) the military has 
extended its influence through just about every govern- 
ment and local goverr.meat department.” “This newspa- 
per has not criticized the use of troops to quell the 
township violence of recent years. When the police were 
no longer able to maintain law and order, when neckla- 
cings and mob rule took over, the troops played an 
important role in restoring normality. But normality 
restored, the troops should return to their real and true 
function—looking after the defence of the country.” 


Criticism of 1987 Press — Linda Ensor 
writes on page 5 that 1987 saw the “fragile independence 
of the press...torn to shreds by a ferocious state which 
gnawed at it like a relentless dog.” “In a year in which the 
press experienced an unprecedented onslaught by the 
State, the values of press freedom were reaffirmed at 
THE STARS centennial conference on conflict and the 
press.”’ Ensor believes “an air of gloom and trepidation 
grects the coming of the New Year and the new attacks it 
might bring against the press in SA.” 


Press Comments for 22 Dec 
MB22i019 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Criticizes U.S. Double Tax Law — “Latest 
nastiness from tie Americans is a double tax clause that 
has been sneaked through both the U.S. Senate and 
House of Representatives,” remarks Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 21 December in the page 6 
editorial. “American tax laws normally allow U.S. com- 
panies to deduct on a dollar-for-dollar basis taxes already 
paid to foreigis governments from taxes owed to the U.S. 
Goverament.” THE CITIZEN believes that this will 
hasten the withdrawal of U.S. firms from South Africa 
which means “they are putting thousands of workers out 
of iobs and abandoning social upliftment programmes 
for which they were acknowledged leaders.” 
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STAR Criticizes U.S. Taxation Law — Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 22 December says in a page 10 
editorial that shcula the U.S. “deuble-taxation ploy 
come off, and considerable new disinvestment follow, 
there must be Joubt about the capacity of the South 
African business sector to absorb mammoth sums of 
foreign equity that will be seeking out local buyers. Yet 
by the same token we would witness a double-edged 
weapon, with U.S. multinationals opting to stay and pay 
double tax for the sole reason that they are unable to 
dispose of their SA interests at other than giveaway 
prices. An alternative might be for other foreign (non- 
j.S.) corporations to fill the void. In that case the obvect 
of the exercise, which 1 to place further pressure on the 
South African economy, will have been nullified.” 


Academic Calls fe- ' vdaba — Karl Magyar of the 
Department of f) in: ' Studies at the University of 
the Witwatersy ©: wiites on the same page that the 


KwaZulu/Nata’ ~ ‘>ba failed to siudy and to incorpo- 
rate an economi. | int that ts the absoluie prereq- 
uisite for political advancement. A more relevant Indaba 
nec Js to be convened now that the preliminary bout has 
been performed. The new indaba must broaden its 
base.” “The present plans for Natal call for, .n effect, a 
biack-dominated government controlled by a white eco- 
nor.iuc elite behind the scenes, with KwaZulu’s masses to 
be physically kept out of Durban, and the Indians 
watching from the sidelines with their fingers crossed.” 


BUSINESS DAY Notes US. ‘Destructive Engzsement’ 
— “Constructive engagement may have failed in Amer- 
ican political terms, although there are many who would 
argue it faltered largely because of lack of perseverance. 
The desire for a quict fix leads to great jong-term 
inconsistency in U.S. policy and remains one of the 
major weaknesses of that political system. But, if the 
double taxation bill becomes law, U.S. foreign policy 
towards SA would have turned full c:rcle, from construc- 
live engagement to destructive disengagement.” 


US. Taxation to Benefit Whites Only — Writing on the 
same page, Simon Barber comments on the double 
taaation of U.S. subsidiaries in South Africa, saying “the 
U.S. Congress may just have handed white SA business 
the plant and other assets of nearly every U.S. company 
still in SA.” “The American Santa Claus is bringing no 
gifts for black SA. But for Pretoria and the business 
sector, it should be a merry Christmas and a profitable 
New Year.” 


CITY PRESS Calls for Stop to Black Violence — A page 
10 editorial in Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English on 
20 December commezts on the Pietermaritzburg vio- 
lence, saying “this black br Aher killing black brother 
syndrome will haraper our struggle for a liberated Sovth 
Africa.” “We need not repeat that what is happening in 
Maritzburg is already being use’ againsi us. Fingers are 
already pointing that black South Africa is incapable of 
peace.” 
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BURGER on Warning to Botswana — Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans on 18 December says in a page 
18 editorial that “it is astounding that a South African 
minister should have to warn a neighboring country such 
as Botswana which is so dependent on trade with South 
Africa.” “South Africa is a country with strong military, 
economic and political infrastructures and which has 
endured many political insults. South Africa can afford 
to watch passively how Botswana—whom it has helped 
over many years—prefers to speak the loud-spoken lan- 
guage of the Frontline States.” “It would be to the 
advantage of the neighboring state to heed the warning” 
of the South African minister of law and order.“ 


BEELD on Disbanding of Black Councillors — Johan- 
nesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 21 December says in a 
page 8 editorial that “the disbanding of the Diepmeadow 
City Council by the Transvaal administrator follows the 
repeated warnings to the black city councils to get their 
financial affairs in order.’ However, “there is one thing 
we would like to point out to the Transvaal administra- 
tor: It will be of little use to replace such obdurate city 
councils with people who are totally discredited in the 
eyes of the blacks.” 


NAMIBIAN: Criticism of Namibian Apathy — Gwen 
Lister writes in the “Political Perspective” column on 
page |4 of Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English for 18 
December that “‘organisationally, most political parties 
inside Namibia remain at a low ebb; indulging in little 
more than press statement politics, and in some cases, 
not even that.” “While the people as a whole expect little 
or nothing from either the South African Government or 
its proxy government in Namibia; they do expect some 
leadership, some guidance and some concrete action 
from alternative groups. This is not happening at 
present; the unions being the only exception. Namibians 
should cease looking abroad for a solution: Instead they 
should attempt to be masters of their own fate. The only 
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way in which they can do this is to jerk themselves out of 
their apathetic state; out of the dormancy into which 
they have fallen; address the issues which need address- 
ing; and renew their commitment to the people they 
claim to represent.” 


Zimbabwe 


Prime Minister To Visit Botswana 21 Dec 
MB171624 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1622 GMT 
17 Dec 87 


[Text] Gaborone, Dec 17, SAPA—The Zimbabwe prime 
minister, Mr Robert Mugabe, will pay a one-day official 
visit to Botswana on Monday, December 21, the 
national news agency ZIANA announced here today. 


He will be accompanied by the minister of trade, Dr 
Munyaradzi, and senior officials of the Government of 
Zimbabwe. 


During this visit, Mr Mugabe and his delegation will 
hold meetings with President Masire and his delegation 
in which bilateral issues of mutual interest will be 
discussed. 


Mugabe Returns From Talks 
MB211917 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1745 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[Text] The prime minister, Comrade Robert Mugabe, 
has arrived back in Harare from Gaborone, Botswana, 
after a 1-day summit with President Quett Masire. The 
talks were centered on trade relations between the two 
countries. The summit also reviewed the situation in 
southern Africa where the South African regime is car- 
rying Out acts of aggression. Zimbabwe and Botswana 
have signed a special trade agreement allowing the two 
countries to have access to each other markets. 
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Burkina 


Compaore to Visit Neighbors 26-29 Dec 
AB221426 Paris AFP in French 1404 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Text] Ouagadougou, 22 Dec (AFP)}—The Burkinabe 
head of state, Captain Blaise Compaore, will on 26 
December 1987 begin a friendship tour of Burkina’s 
neighboring countries, it was learned from official sourc- 
es. This ‘yur, probabaly the first being undertaken by 
Captain Compaore since he came to power on 15 Octo- 
ber, will last until 29 December, the source added 
without stating the countries the Burkinabe leader would 
be visiting. 


Niger 


Saibou Grants Political Detainees Amnesty 
AB172142 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 17 Dec 87 


{Address by Niger President Ali Saibou on the eve of the 
29th anniversary of the proclamation of the Republic of 
Niger on 17 December—live or recorded] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] Fellow citizens of Niger, in 
the political field, we reaffirm our desire to respect 
public freedom in accordance with the provisions of the 
National Charter. But this does not mean that we will 
tolerate disorder or anarchy. It is within this context that 
the recent measure of clemency should be seen. To this 
end, with effect from today, we decree a general amnesty 
for all Niger nationals implicated in various political 
affairs. Also, all the protagonists of the 6 October 1983 
events will soon be tried in order to place them in a 
judicial situation which conforms to the spirit and the 
letter of our National Charter. By doing this, we express 
our desire to work for a true national reconciliation in 
order to ensure the mobilization of all our intelligence 
and energy for the only battle that is worth fighting, that 
of nation building. As for the Supreme Military Council 
[CMS] and the National Armed Forces, nation building 
means effort, initiative, and continued action, through 
which each citizen of Niger will try to achieve the 
well-being of his country. 


Political debates, which for many of you remain the 
privileged way of democracy, must not appear only as a 
{words indistinct] personal quarrels. This is why we will 
continue to [words indistinct] these debates are held 
within the framework of the local development authori- 
ties, designed and established by all our people, because 
in the long run we have only development problems to 
solve. We have only programs and methods of work to 
discuss and to adopt. The only problems we have to solve 
concern the rural world, to which the vast majority of 
our people belong. In any case, our choice remains 
pragmatism and [words indistinct] decency which char- 
acterizes the vast majority of our fellow countrymen. 
Consequently, we have no right to dream, and even less 
right to indulge in the idealism of the well-to-do. 


WEST AFRICA 12 


Concerning the process for the return to normal consti- 
tutional rule, directives have been given to the chairman 
of the National Development Council to undertake 
immediate elections for village, local, and regional coun- 
cils. The council has been given a period of 3 months to 
do this. 


Simultaneously, a committee of reflection will be estab- 
lished to draft the constitution. This committee, drawing 
its inspiration from the National Charter, will, before the 
deadline, adopt the fundamental options and the modal- 
ities for the setting up of a constitutional committee 
charged with proposing a draft constitution to the gov- 
ernment. This means that the CMS and the National 
Armed forces, faithful to their oath and to their commit- 
ment, will not renounce the grandest tasks for which the 
Niger people will want [words indistinct] accountable 
before history. 


Now, concerning public rumors, clearly orchestrated and 
directed by evil-minded persons in the capital, it is time 
to put an end to their undermining work which publicly 
soils the most [word indistinct] members of our commu- 
nity. It is time for these people to understand that the 
nonsense they have been talking can be harmful to those 
who have achieved success in social life. These people 
are displeased by and jealous of this success. They 
remain the worst obstacles to the achievement of 
progress and development toward which we all have the 
right to aspire. Let them know, therefore, that the CMS 
will henceforth not follow anybody on this path of 
indignity and hatred. It will instead follow the path of 
rewarded effort. [passage omitted] 


Citizens of Niger, | now come to our foreign policy. You 
know the principle of [words indistinct]. You know that 
thanks to this principle our country has earned a solid 
reputation for dignity and credibility, both in Africa and 
in the rest of the world. Therefore, we do not want to 
change our foreign policy. It responds fully to the aspi- 
rations of our people. [Words indistinct] for all nations 
of the world. In Africa and beyond our continent, we 
shall therefore pursue our policy of friendship and coop- 
eration, in the mutual respect of political options and 
economic choices. Within the international and intergo- 
vernmental organizations to which we belong, we shall 
continue to [words indistinct] and to work, with faith, 
toward the realization of the ideals and objectives that 
prevailed at their creation. 


We shall also continue to call on the kind assistance of 
the international community in our permanent battle 
against hunger and poverty. I want to take this opportu- 
nity to renew the gratitude of our people to the firendly 
countries and the international organizations that have 
always assisted us in our efforts in the face of the great 
challenges of our times. I call on them to pursue their 
highly appreciated activities in our country, because 
these activities happily complement our own efforts to 
achieve growth and development for our country. [pas- 
sage omitted] 
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BBC on Dismissa! of Foreign Minister Akinyemi 
AB211730 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] President Babangida’s government in Nigeria has 
been reshuffled and one of the country’s best known 
politicians, Prof Bolaji Akinyemi, the minister of exter- 
nal affairs, have been taken off the scene. He has been 
sacked and replaced by Major General Ike Nwachukwu. 
Our correspondent, Lyse Doucet, has just been in Nige- 
ria. Robin White asked her why Professor Akinyemi had 
lost his job: 


[Begin recording] [Doucet] I do not think the sacking will 
surpise many people in Nigeria. People have been 
expecting for some time that he would (?have) to leave 
the cabinet. I believe it was his style of acting as a foreign 
minister that bothered a lot of people [words indistinct] 
from interests groups in Nigeria. He had the tendency, it 
seems, to [words indistinct] speaking off the card and it 
got to the point where people used to ask: Is Professor 
Akinyemi speaking for himself or is he speaking for the 
government? And I think there was a time [words 
indistinct] into some quite difficult situation [words 
indistinct]. 


[White] Over what kind of issue was it? 


[Doucet] For example, one of the most recent issues 
which created a lot of concern was the issue of Israel, 
when he went and met the foreign minister of Israel at 
the United Nations and other Israeli officials. There 
were many reports in the Nigerian press that Nigeria’s 
recognition of Israel was imminent and of course this has 
angered a lot of people and a lot of Nigerian Muslims 
who thought it was not appropriate that Nigeria should 
recognize Israel. Now immediately after this, they had a 
meeting at Dodan Barracks to discuss this and [words 
indistinct}. Although Akinyemi said it was very [words 
indistinct] as the foreign minister should meet the Israel 
foreign minister as [words indistinct]. 


[White] [Question indistinct] 


[Doucet] [Words indistinct] in fact, one of the northern 
papers, THE TRIUMPH, which (?tends) to speak on 
behalf of influential groups in the north, had an editorial 
[words indistinct] basically that Akinyemi must go. But 
there is another area in which Professor Akinyemi had 
launched a lot of initiatives. For example, on the Ango- 
lan issue, when he made a statement which seemed to 
imply that the Nigerian Government was back-pedalling 
on its policy of not recognizing UNITA. He had pro- 
posed that Nigeria could act as some ind of negotiator 
between the MPLA and UNITA and of course this 
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angered the Angolans who felt [words indistinct] and 
again [words indistinct] the Angolans sent a delegation 
to try to patch up the differences. [passage indistinct] 


[White] Do you think it is significant that he has been 
replaced by a military man? 


[Doucet] I think this is quite a contrast in having a 
professor heading the Foreign Ministry [words indis- 
tinct] a military man much more used to [words indis- 
tinct] command. He is much more used to Army control 
and (?self- discipline) on his behavior and on his manner 
of conducting [words indistinct]. It is quite significant 
that a military man is replacing a rather easy-speaking 
man like Professor [words indistinct]. [end recording] 


Labor Congress Headquarters Reportedly Searched 
AB182005 Paris AFP in French 1849 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[Text] Lagos, 18 Dec (AFP)—lIt was learned from trade 
union sources today that the police conducted a search at 
the headquarters of the Nigerian Labor Congress (NLC) in 
Lagos. About 20 policemen blocked the main entrances to 
the building and searched the building for over 5 hours, in 
the presence of the major trade union leaders who were 
recently arrested: Ali Chiroma, NLC president; Lasisi 
Osunde, secretary general; Stephen Osidipe, treasurer, 
and Salisu Mohamed, information officer. 


Crowds which gathered at the site shouted slogans to 
encourage the trade unionists as they were leaving the 
building surrounded by the police. The police seized 
documents whose contents were not disclosed by the 
NLC Executive Committee, however, no further arrests 
of other trade union leaders present at the headquarters 
were made. 


The government has accused the 20 trade union leaders, 
who were arrested on 14 December, of launching a cam- 
paign, which government considers to be “subversive,” 
against its plans to remove subsidies on petroleum prod- 
ucts. Such a decision would lead to a rise in the prices of 
petroleum products. According to the Ministry of Justice, 
the trade unionists will face “criminal” charges. 


Finally, a government spokesman, Yussuf Mamman, 
said that the arrest of the trade unionists followed the 
discovery of “a plan to destabilize the present adminis- 
tration.” “These aristocratic trade unionists are in the 
pay of a handful of rich Nigerians whose importance has 
been reduced by the structural adjustment program,” he 
concluded. 
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Court To Settle Issue 
AB190939 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 18 Dec 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The tussle between Nigeria’s military government 
and leaders of the Labor Congress over a proposed 
increase in the price of petroleum products has now 
shifted into the law courts. In the past week, !7 labor 
leaders, among them 4 national leaders including the 
congress president and secretary general, have been 
arrested in various parts of the country and detained and 
they face serious charges. From Lagos, Shola Odumfa 
cabled this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Both sides went to 
court in Lagos today to justify their own position—the 
government, to accuse the unionists of sedition, and the 
Labor Congress, to present a case for the unconditional 
release of its leaders. Federal Government officials this 
afternoon filed the criminal charge of publishing sedi- 
tious material against the union leaders from the 
national office. The union leaders were not in court, and 
the case is expected to come up for hearing at a magis- 
trate court next week. 


At the same time, the Labor Congress went to the High 
Court seeking the release of its leaders who, it said, were 
crudely and illegally detained for no just cause. The 
congress said that some faceless peop'e had for some 
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time been placing unsigned advertisements in newspa- 
pers with the sole aim of preparing the minds of Nigeri- 
ans for the proposed increase in prices of petrol products 
which the congress said was dictated by the IMF, the 
World Bank, and other Western financial institutions. 
Congress said it felt displeased with the advertisements 
and had therefore placed their own to expose what they 
call the [words indistinct] in the anonymous advertise- 
ment. The congress has accused the government of 
subverting the course of justice in its subsequent arrest of 
the union leaders. {end recording] 


Labor Minister Cited on Case 
AB212156 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT21 Dec 87 


[Text] The Federal Government is not in any way 
high-handed in its handling of the leadership of the 
Nigerian Labor Congress. The former minister of 
employment, labor and productivity, Major General Ike 
Nwachukwu, made the point while speaking at the 
opening ceremony of the silver jubilee celebration of the 
National Provident Fund, NPF, in Lagos today. 


Gen Nwachukwu observed that while the open-door 
policy of this administration allowed the other person to 
air his views on issues, no government would allow a 
situation of turmoil engineered by a group of people. 
Gen Nwachukwu pointed out that government would 
not do anything to bring hardship upon Nigerians delib- 
erately. He appealed to Nigerians to join hands with the 
administration to pull the country back to its economic 
[word indistinct]. 
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